
  Machin Messenger 
   Serving Minnitaki, Eagle River, Vermilion Bay 

  And surrounding area 

COUNCIL NEWS 
 
We hope you and your family get a chance to enjoy the 

COVID friendly outdoor activities that our area has to 

offer.  Family day is on February 21st, a great day to get 

outside and spend some quality time with your family.  

We’d like to thank all residents for cooperating with 

COVID-19 lockdown requirements and taking the safety 

measurements seriously to keep everyone safe.           

Although tough, we hope it is our last lockdown and we 

can slowly integrate back into our normal routines.  

Mentioned in the December Messenger was the harvest-

ing of trees at the Machin Airport due to the Pine Bud-

worm devastation; we are happy to say we received up-

wards of $50,000 now that the harvesting is complete.  

This money will be allocated to an Economic Develop-

ment Fund which will be used to advance economic op-

portunities for the Municipality.  With many development 

grants still pending, this fund will be used towards cov-

ering the Municipality’s portion to carry out the potential 

projects.  

Our Mayor, Council, Clerk Treasurer, and EDO participat-

ed in the KDMA virtual conference on January 19th and 

20th.  Presentations from the Northwestern Health Unit, 

KDSB, and the Kenora District Homes for the Aged were 

all on the first day of the conference. Each talked about 

the current status of projects and future outlooks for the 

district.   Minister Rickford, Minister Clarke, Associate 

Minister Tibollo, and Minister Sylvia Jones were all pre-

sent for the second day of the conference and took the 

time to talk with KDMA members as well as answer 

questions about our issues we face in Northwestern On-

tario.  We’d like to thank the city of Dryden for virtually 

hosting the event and putting together all the informa-

tive presentations on both days.   

Council and Staff have created a new Volunteer Recogni-

tion Policy for our community.  The new policy will rec-

ognize volunteers and/or community groups for the hard 

work they have done to better the community.  We are 

looking for members of the community who are interest-

ed in being a part of the new Volunteer Selection Com-

mittee.  For a short period of time each year, members 

of the Committee will be responsible for reviewing volun-

teer nomination forms and determining the most suita-

ble winner for each award.  If you are interested, have 

questions, or would like more information on the com-

Municipal Notes 
mittee or the policy procedure, please contact a member of 

Council and/or municipal office employee.   

 

Economic Development 

I unfortunately have to start off with bad news. We were 

declined by the Ontario Trillium Foundation for fitness and 

playground equipment to be installed at the Pine Tree Park 

waterfront.  Disappointing, but we will continue to pursue 

this project as more funding becomes available. 

The government started the Northern Ontario Resource 

Development Support Fund which is strictly for northern 

municipalities to use for certain resource development im-

pacts.  This is a five-year program where our Municipality 

will be given $74,636 each year to put towards projects 

that pertain to resource development.  We have applied for 

our funds from year 1, 2, and part of year 3 to go towards 

the costs of the major construction repairs and engineering 

work that took place at the Cascade Bridge this summer/

fall.   

A website design has been approved and our new website 

is officially in the development stages. We cannot confirm a 

timeline but hope to have the new site up and running 

sometime in March.  When the website is completed, it will 

feature our promotional video which was shot in July of 

2021.  We will be releasing the completed video with our 

new website to try and promote the area and the business-

es involved.  With your support and the support of other 

organizations, we hope to see the video reach a large   

variety of viewers.  

Cont’d on Page 2 

ENJOY FAMILY DAY ON FEBRUARY 21, 2022! 
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MESSENGER DEADLINE 

Submissions for the Machin Messenger must now be in by the 

LAST WEDNESDAY of the month, by noon. Since the Mes-

senger is published on the first Thursday of the month, the 

deadline will change if the 1st is on Thursday. We will put 

reminders in the month before. The deadline for the Feb-

ruary Messenger will be Wednesday February 23rd. 

Send your submissions to pilmar@sympatico.ca, subject line 

“Machin Messenger”. Ads will need to be pre-paid prior to 

insertion in the Messenger. 

MESSENGER ADS 

If you wish to advertise in the Machin Messenger, please call 

the Municipal Offices at 227-2633 to find out the charge 

for your ad. Ads will need to be pre-paid. 

Please Note: The Machin Office will remain closed 

to the Public for the month of February. Please 

drop your payments in our mail box to the left of 

the main door, or call 227-2633 for assistance. 

Municipal Notes cont’d 

Property Owners in Vermilion Bay with   Aqua Flow units 

are reminded to turn them on to prevent your water from 

freezing.  Please ensure that they remain on until the 

middle of April.  Should you have any questions please 

call Shawna Alberts at 227-2064. 

  

Attention Machin Tax payers!                 
2022 Interim Tax Bills were mailed out on 
January 24, 2022.  The Interim Tax Bills 
are due February 28, 2022.  If you have 
not received your tax bill please contact 
the Municipal Office at (807) 227-2633.  
Failure to receive tax notice does not re-
lieve the taxpayer from payment or taxes 
nor liability for late payment. 

New Logo:  

Thank you to everyone who submitted a potential logo 

for the Municipality in December. After careful considera-

tions we have finally chosen a new logo.  Congratulations 

to Greg Dayman whose submission was chosen as the 

winner! Thank you, Greg, for the hard work and effort 

that went into creating this for us.  

 

 

Council Check-In 

This month we would like to take the time to highlight 

the responsibilities and work done for the Municipality by 

Councillor Ray Pilkey.  Councillor Pilkey, like most Coun-

cillors, can be considered a “Jack-of-All Trades” and is 

our Council rep for Public Works as well as the Revitali-

zation Committee.  The Revitalization Committee mem-

bers volunteer their time to focus and work on the beau-

tification of our community. Many projects from the past 

year can be noticeably seen in different areas of the Mu-

nicipality.  Also, a member of the Vermilion Bay Lions 

Club, Councillor Pilkey can be seen volunteering and 

helping with their many events in the community like the 

pancake breakfasts, Christmas dinners, fish fries, high-

way clean up, and many more.  This is currently his first 

term on Council. When asked about his experience, 

Councillor Pilkey said “I’ve learned a lot and have en-

joyed working with residents to try and better our com-

munity”.  Mayor and Council would like to thank Coun-

cillor Pilkey for all the time and behind the scenes work 

that he has put in to continue to improve our communi-

ty.   

Woodland Arena 

The Arena and Gym are open once again to the public 

now that the lockdown restrictions have been lifted.  If 

you’re interested in booking a time or inquiring about 

public skating, please contact Louis Robichaud at 807-

227-2833 or 807-216-8756.  

Eagle River Outdoor Rink 

Public Works staff were unable to complete ice prepara-
tion prior to the holidays due in part to water pump fail-
ure. We hope that as you read this article local skaters 
will be enjoying the rink with friends and family. We 
would like to thank residents for their patience.   
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Need a Ride to Dryden?  

Try Out Our Seniors Bus. 

 

This is a Door to Door Service – you do not have to worry about parking or walking.  We drop you off 

right at the door of your medical appointment or essential shopping and return to pick you up. 

The cost is $10.00 per person to ride to and from Dryden on Tuesday or Thursday.  Should you have 

mobility issues both getting on and off the bus or shopping and carrying your items, you will have to 

bring along a companion. 

Please call the Municipal Office at 227-2633 to book your ride or if you have any questions. 

You do not have to be a senior to use this service. Any adult can ride, however seniors do come first for 

this service. 

Covid-19 restrictions apply: Masks are mandatory, along with social distancing, and hand sanitizing on 

the bus.  The Driver will explain this to you upon pick up. 

    

    

 

 

 

Please check to make sure your name is on the Voters List 

for the 2022 Municipal Election. 
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                    EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

 

          The Municipality of Machin is seeking applications for  

 

Seniors Bus Assistant Position  
(Assist passengers on the bus with their parcels) 

 (up to 15 hours per week @ $17.67 per hour) 

 
 

Interested applicants must be 18 years or older. Please submit 
their resume no later than February 11, 2022 to: 

 

Tammy Rob, Clerk-Treasurer 

Municipality of Machin 

Box 249, 75 Spruce Ave. 

Vermilion Bay, Ontario 

P0V 2V0 

or 

Fax to:  807-227-5443 
 

Only those selected for an interview will be contacted. 
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Feb Stay Alert, Slow Down and Stay in Control – The Three Key Elements of Safe Winter Driving 
 
What should you do before winter driving, especially when a longer distance? Be Prepared! 

Make sure your vehicle is mechanically ready. 
Keep a well-stocked winter survival kit in your vehicle. 
Have warm winter clothing and boots in your vehicle in case you become stranded. 
Let someone know of your destination and expected time of arrival. 
Check weather and road conditions before heading out. You may need to allow yourself extra time for travel, 

or wait until conditions improve.  
Ensure fuel tank is sufficiently full. 

How should you drive in winter weather? Slow down! 
Always exercise caution and drive according to highway and weather conditions.  
Be alert. "Black ice" is invisible. Black ice will make a road look like shiny new asphalt. Pavement should look 

grey-white in winter.  

• Do not use cruise control. Loss of grip on ice can cause your car to accelerate if using cruise control.  Winter 
driving requires you to be in full control at all times. 

• Reduce your speed while approaching intersections covered with ice or snow. 

• Drive with low-beam headlights on. Not only are they brighter than daytime running lights but turning them on 
also activates the tail lights which makes your vehicle more visible. 

• Lengthen your following distance behind the vehicle ahead of you. Stopping distance on an icy road is double 
that of stopping on a dry one. 

• Steer with smooth and precise movements. Avoid sudden turns of steering wheel and abrupt braking or accel-
erating as these can cause skidding. 

• Be aware and slow down when you see a sign warning that you are approaching a bridge. Bridges are likely to 
be icy even when there is no ice on the ground surface, (because bridges over open air freeze faster and stay fro-
zen longer than roads which tend to be insulated somewhat by solid ground.) 

• Be patient and pass other cars only when it is safe to do so. 
Keep a safe distance back from snow plows.  

What should you do if you get stuck or stranded in the snow? Don't panic! 

• Avoid over-exertion and over-exposure to the cold. Cold weather can put extra stress on the heart and contrib-
ute to the hazards of over-exertion. Sweaty clothes next to the skin are not good insulators against the cold, in-
creasing how cold you feel. Change into dry clothes where possible. 

• Stay in the car for safety and warmth - Do not leave the car for assistance unless help is very close and it is 
safe to walk. It is easy to get disoriented in a blizzard. 

• Turn on flashing lights or set up flares. 

• Run the car engine occasionally (about 10 minutes every hour) to provide heat (and to conserve fuel). Ensure 
that the tail exhaust pipe is free of snow and keep the window opened slightly (on the side shielded from the wind) 
to prevent the build up of carbon monoxide when the engine is running. 

• Bundle up in a blanket. If there is more than one person in the car, share - two people sharing blankets will be 
warmer than either person alone in a blanket. 

• Wear a hat and scarf - the head and neck are major sources of heat loss from the body. 

• Monitor for any signs of frostbite and hypothermia. 

• Do not fall asleep. If there is more than one person in the car, take turns sleeping. 
Do not stay in one position too long. Do some exercises to help the circulation - move arms and legs, clap your 

hands, etc. 

For a smoke/carbon monoxide alarm, information about volunteering or any questions, contact Machin Volunteer 
Fire and First Response through Facebook and Instagram: @machinfire, email: machinfire@bellnet.ca, phone: 807
-227-2056 or mail: PO Box 249 Vermilion Bay ON P0V 2V0 
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Thank you to family, friends, co-workers, and 

neighbours for your unwavering support for Rolly 

& I before and after his passing. 

Thank you to all who prayed, phoned, sent texts, 

cards, food, made donations, gave “real” hugs and 

air hugs. 

Thank you to friends and neighbours who tended 

to snow removal, garbage detail and more. 

Your thoughtfulness, caring, support will always 

be cherished. 

I am truly blessed with many awesome people in 

my life. 

Much Appreciation, Irene Ollis – (Aho). 

 

Looking for donations of dressers for the Sal-
vation Army store in Dryden. If you have one 
that needs a new home call Sharon at 227 
5289 for pick up. Needed for our Children’s 
department. Thank you.  



Kin Korner 
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We started the New Year with great hopes to welcome our 
students back in class! Unfortunately, virtual learning was 
mandated for the first 2 weeks this month. Technology is a 
wonderful thing, but to have students walking in the hall-
ways, chatting, playing outside, and socializing in person, no 
level of technology can compensate for this.  Now that we 
are back for in school learning, we hope to remain in this 
position. 

The last month of 2021, students in Grades 4 to 8 partici-
pated with “Dairy Farmers of Ontario’s (DFO) SICK KIDS 
CAMPAIGN! Each one wrote a Christmas Wish and positive 
message to a child / parent/ caregiver / Essential Care 
Worker, who was either too ill to be home or had to work 
during the holidays. The cards were distributed to Children’s 
Hospitals in Hamilton, Ottawa, Toronto and Montreal. In ad-
dition, a donation of $ 500.000 was made by DFO to the 
Sick Kids Foundation. Provincially, over 6,500 cards were 
collected and at least 100 of them came from our area 
schools. 

Ms. Cain’s Kindergarten class learned about making tradi-
tional Christmas cookies, and of course, made them “from 
scratch”! Where the ingredients were produced and how 
they are processed, before they are on store shelves, was 
part of the lessons. We submitted our photo collages of this 
project to be entered in “Grain Farmer’s of Ontario’s  
“What’s your Food Story?” visual arts contest. If we are cho-
sen as a winner of art supplies, is not yet determined. 

We are grateful for being the recipient of a big variety of 
hats, mitts and neck warmers. There is always a high de-
mand for dry mitts! THANK YOU very much to our Commu-
nity members, Mrs. Parsons, Scott and Karen Skene of 
Skene Lumber for their donation of new warm socks from 
their Aunt Alta’s Sock Program. The Skene’s donated 50 
pairs of socks to the school so we can make sure that all of 
our students have warm, dry socks to wear during these 
cold winter months 

Our school signed up with Ontario’s “Bee Science” Club. To-
wards the spring we will be able to watch virtual apiary ac-
tivities and learn more about bees from an apiarist (Bee 
Farmer). Without bees and other pollinators we would only 
have 1/3 of fruits and vegetables on the supermarket 
shelves, and not considering all the By-Products made from 
F&V! Hoping, we can learn on how to enhance habitats, and 
recognition of pollinators’ contribution to our lives. 

A School Fundraiser has started for “Little Ceasars Pizza 
Kits”. The profits from this fundraiser will go towards school 
activities. The due date for orders is: February 4th! If you 
are interested in a purchase, and would like a flyer, please 
contact the school @ 227 – 2152. 

Wishing for our students and our school community to stay 
healthy and active, even when it’s almost too cold on some 
days! 

Kind Regards, 

Lillian Berg School 

Lillian Berg School – January 2022 

  
 
The Vermilion Bay Kinsmen and Kinettes sadly an-
nounce the loss of member Colleen Canan, Happy 
to Meet Sorry to Part. 
 
The Vermilion Bay Kinette club delivered cards and 
ice candles before Christmas to all of the senior 
apartments in Vermilion Bay and Eagle River . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L to R Debbie Landry, Marie Miles, Past National 

President Brian Cooper,  Lesley Tourond and 

Colleen Canan  

Left, Tasha, Deb and Ken McEwen,   

and President Debbie.   

Left, Tasha Doudiet prospective member and Pres-
ident Debbie Landry  
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Points North Family Health Medical Team 

ONLINE COVID-19 SELF-

ASSESSMENT 
Do you have any cold or flu like symptoms 

and not sure if you should be self isolating? 

Or have you been in contact with someone 

with COVID-19? 
The self- assessment tool is there to guide you if 
you have symptoms or have been in close contact 
with someone else who has symptoms. This self-
assessment tool will help guide you through the 
correct steps to take to help minimize the spread 
of COVID -19. 
 https://covid-19.ontario.ca/self-assessment/ 
 

 

REMINDER OF OUR ONLINE 

SCREENING LINK 
The Points North Family Health Team has an 

ONLINE screening tool.  This is the screening that 

we do prior to anyone entering the clinic.  To help 

save us and you time, please try to complete this 

prior to coming for your appointment.   

It can only be completed the day of your ap-

pointment. 

Please ensure you wear a surgical mask or well fit-

ted equivalent and sanitize your hands after enter-

ing clinic.  You must communicate your screening 

results with the clinic and wait to be told it’s clear 

to come in by calling or texting 807-323-3245 

The link to the screening tool can be found on our 
website www.pointsnorthfht.com   

Scan this QR code with your smart phone  

to go directly to the link 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February is Heart Month, a time to bring atten-
tion to the importance of cardiovascular health, 
and what we can to reduce our risk of cardiovas-
cular disease. 

Heart disease affects approximately 2.4 million 
Canadian adults, and is the second leading cause 
of death in Canada. 

Ways you can reduce your risk, 

•Stop smoking ( ask about our smoking cessa-
tions program) 

•Make physical activities a regular part of your 
daily routine.  

•Manage everyday stress 

•Getting enough sleep 

•Make healthy food choices 

•Monitor blood pressure ( ask about our hyper-
tension program)  

Please contact the Points North FHT to book an 
appointment if you have any question or con-
cerns. 227-2675 

 

https://covid-19.ontario.ca/self-assessment/
http://www.pointsnorthfht.com
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Lions Lines 

 February reminds us of past snowmachine der-
bies. Unfortunately, due to bad winds and blow-
down on the trails, a derby is not possible this 
year. However, the Lion’s are planning a breakfast 
for February twelve. Please see our poster for the 
Pancake Breakfast on Saturday February 12th 
in this issue of the Machin Messenger, our Face-
book page, and posters around town. It has been 
a long time since we were able to get together 
with the community hope to see you all there. 

 

We are planning another raffle for Father’s Day. 
Tickets will be out soon to our members. 

 

All events happening at our hall are on our Digital 
Sign in front of the hall. 

 

Our general meetings are the first Wednesday of 
each month at the Lion’s Hall. 

 If you are interested in joining contact our Mem-
bership Chair Forrest Mann at 755-2189 or mem-
bership@vermilionbaylions.org.  

 

Want to advertise on our digital sign contact digi-
talsign@vermilionbaylions.org  

 
The Vermilion Bay Lions Club has their own web-
site https://www.vermilionbaylions.org/ Join us on 
our Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/
vbaylions/  

 
For hall rentals contact Al Koroniak at 220-1107 
or rentals@vermilionbaylions.org 

 
Our Lions club also lends out medical equipment 
for free – hospital beds, bathroom equipment, stair 
climber, walkers, motorized wheelchairs, scooter, 
lifts, etc. Contact Gary Hutchison at 227-2449 
or email medicalequipment@vermilionbaylions.org  

 

mailto:membership@vermilionbaylions.org
mailto:membership@vermilionbaylions.org
mailto:digitalsign@vermilionbaylions.org
mailto:digitalsign@vermilionbaylions.org
https://www.vermilionbaylions.org/
https://www.facebook.com/vbaylions/
https://www.facebook.com/vbaylions/
mailto:rentals@vermilionbaylions.org
mailto:medicalequipment@vermilionbaylions.org
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G & G SPORTS 

Box 309   Vermilion Bay 
Phone 227-2895 

Repairs to most sports equipment 
Zipper replacement or repair 

Snaps & buckles 
Recover ski-do seats and bike seats 

Chairs—boat seats 

Re-lacing baseball gloves 

Skate repair/sharpening 

 

                                                                      

 
The Vermilion Bay Co-op would like to let the shoppers know the 

following monthly dates for 2022                                                      

STORE HOURS: 9 A.M.– 6 P. M.                                
MONDAY—SATURDAY                                           

CLOSED SUNDAYS

Just a reminder that you can view the Co-op Flyers online at 

www.coopconnection.ca                                                                   

Thank you for your patronage. 

Shareholder 

Days 

Senior Days Flyer Days 

February 11th February 16th Feb. 4th—Feb. 10th 

    Feb. 18th—Feb. 24th  

THIS SPACE  

COULD BE YOURS! 

CALL US  

FOR ADVERTISING RATES. 

227-2633 

http://www.coopconnection.ca
http://www.google.ca/url?url=http://www.canadiandesignresource.ca/logo/co-op-logo/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=-LeiVMqiEcL_yQTzwoGoAw&ved=0CCYQ9QEwAQ&usg=AFQjCNF39XXGRk64zMWk7JSjeh0ZkqUycw
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Due to Covid 19, 

The Reading Room 

Is temporarily closed until further notice. 

 

Please check with your group  
or organization  

regarding meeting dates. 
Due to covid-19  

most or all meetings  
and gatherings  

have been cancelled. 

Building Permit Applications  and general inquiries are     

available at the Machin Office.   Any questions on building, 

please call the Chief Building Office, Noel Dumontier at (807)-

727-7276 or the Municipal Office at 227-2633. 

Area Church Services 

 

 

 
Our Lady of Fatima 

Roman Catholic Church 
Hwy 17 Vermilion Bay 
Closed for the winter. 

Vermilion Bay United Church 

97 Spruce Street 

Vermilion Bay 

Worship Services:  

Easter to the end of September 

Eagle River (Ebenezer) Baptist Church 

Services at First Baptist Church 

58 King Street, Dryden, Ontario 

Morning Worship Service at 10:30 a.m. 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Hwy 17 Vermilion Bay 

Services: Sundays 11:30 a.m. 

 

Evangelical Mission Church 

55 Willow Street, Vermilion Bay 

Services: Sundays 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School—10:00 a.m.  

Upper Falls Baptist Church 

Hwy 105 North 

Worship: Sundays 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School/Bible Study:  

10:00 a.m. (all ages) 

Copies of the water systems monthly summary, annual reports and the financial plan are 

available for viewing at the Municipal Office if any of the general public would like to re-

view them.  Also available at the Municipal Office the public may access the Water Quality 

System Policy for the Vermilion Bay water treatment plant and distribution system which 

forms part of the Operational Plan.  Should anyone have any questions or concerns please 

do not hesitate to contact Shawna Alberts at 227-2064. 

  TUESDAY THURSDAY SATURDAY 

VERMILION BAY 2 p.m.— 6 p.m. Closed 9 a.m.—1 p.m. 

EAGLE RIVER 9 a.m.— 1 p.m. Closed 2 p.m.—6 p.m. 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 

Machin Council Meeting: Monday February 14th, immedi-
ately following the Public Works meeting, and Monday Febru-
ary 28th 2 p.m. in Council Chambers, Machin Municipal Office. 
Public Works Meeting: Monday February 14th at  2:00pm, 
in Council Chambers in Machin Municipal Office 
Due to COVID-19 and social distancing, the public is 
prohibited from physically attending these meetings. 
However, recordings of these meetings will be made to 
the public upon request.  
Revitalization Committee: TBA  
Lions Club—First and third Wednesdays of every month, 7:00 
p.m., Lion’s Hall. 
Happy-Go-Lucky Seniors: Dinner meeting cancelled until 
further notice.  
Friends of Pine Tree Pathways:  No meetings until spring.   
TOPS—Now meeting Thursdays at 1:00 p.m. at the Woodland 
Arena (in the warm room). 
AA - 7:00 p.m. Tuesdays and Sundays at the Evangelical Mis-
sion Church, 55 Willow St., Vermilion Bay. Social distancing 
rules apply.  
AL-Anon Family Group: Every Thursday 7:00 p.m., at St. 
Mark Lutheran Church. For more info call Darlene @938-7061. 
Stitch and Sew— Cancelled  
Kinettes—The first WEDNESDAY of each month, 7:00 p.m. 
in the Bayview meeting room.  
Community Gardens Committee— TBA 
Seniors Friendship Club of Eagle River—Second Wednes-
day of each Month.  
Police Services Board—TBA 
Waldhof Wranglers—Contact Joanne Graham at 807-323 2797 
or check out the Waldhof Wranglers Facebook page.  
 

WINTERHOURS 
WASTE DISPOSAL SITES  

Effective October 1, 2021 
 

  


